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"Edward Hasbrouck has taken an
honorabl-e and courage ous step t owards
preventing g1oba1 catastrophe. He
shoul-d have the support of pe ople who
are committed to peace and justice. "

Noam Chomsky
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Statement of Purpose:

. To resist current U.S. preparations
for conscription and war by en-
couraging those of clraft age to
refuse registratlon.

. To sponsor and promote non-
vaolent demonstrations and civil
dasobeclience to oppose draft
registration.

. To builcl a grass-roots movement
by collecting pledges of non-
registration, dastributang literature,
holcling public actions, forming
support groups and worklng wath
existing organizations to resist
registrat ion.

"The case of the U, S. against Edward Hasbrouck is also
the case of the U . S. agai-nst each of us, and against rnanlr
others who are not here today. His indictment is also an
indictment of qur work, of our beliefs, and of our feelings
against regi stlffii on, the dFfft , ffiilitari sm, and war . "
( statement read. t o the court d.uring Edward. ' s arraignrnent )

Just as draft registration is a trial balloon for
reinstatement of the draf t , so the trial- of Edward Hasbr ouck
for refusal- to register--the first in the Northeast and
fifth in the nati- on sj-nce Vietnam--has put us all- on trial- .
This is a test case: it tests the breadth and depth of our
resistance. It tests our will-ingness--your willingness--to
act for survival, peace , and freedom.

Itlle need. your help now. Ed.ward' s show trial- produced
a show of public rejection of the draft, publicity of the
f ail-ure of regi strati- on , a packed courtro om , a pi cke ted
courthouse, and nonvi-ol-ent civil- disobedience " But Edward
was still convicted and wil-l- still- be sentenced at 9 B.rit.
January 14th. Your l-etter to Jud.ge David. S. Nel-son ( U . S .
District Court, J.W. McCormack Post 0ffiee and Courthouse,
Boston, MA OZL09 ) wil-] be considered by the court and
will- af f e ct the chance s f or a good sentence and a go od
pre cedent " ( f he l-ighte st sentence yet has been two years
;i unpaid "communfffiice" work wfril-e on pronETl6il

Inle are planning further legaI activiti e s and civi 1
d.isobedience at Edwardrs sentencing. We are continui-ng to
coordinate a national network of hundreds of draft resisters
and. support groups. To maintain an effective resistance,
to infoim and mobiL:-ze the community--these tasks require
tirne , energy, and money.

fhe sentencing is only two weeks away. Mass Open
Re si stance has seri ous f i-nancial problems whi ch were aggra-
vated. by the recent loss of our office to a new landlord
who nougfrt the build.ing, ord.e{ed us out, and changed the
l-ocks tef ore we coul-d. move, (We have no phone but are still
reeaiving mai-l to 1020C Conrm. Ave. , Boston, MA OZ:2L5 . )

MpsI nonregi.strants have been closeted by the threat
of prose cut j- on of publi c nonregi strant s . Olly those not
sublect to registration can speak and act without fear.
Said Eric Vrleiilterger when he was arrested af ter Edward' s

eonviction, "I eannot let young friends be jailed for their
opposition to war whil-e I go free because I o ve loeen around
t;; long to be asked to fight my_ggunlry'F uniust wars."

1rle-need. your support and. solidarity in whatever way
you can share them with us. We 

- 
invitg you to write to

llud.ge Nelson, to come to Edward' s sentenci-ng r t9 share your
idels an6 resources, and. to spread. the spirit of resi-stanee .

In Peace, for Mass 0Pen Resistance,

t{;tl^2"* |il"r"


